Reported speech

51

28. Carol promised, “I won’t open the door to anybody I don’t know.”
29. Harry whispered, “I have hurt my arm but I don’t think it is broken.”
30. Nina explained, “Some time ago we watched this film about a man who only ate
McDonald’s food for a month.”
31. Eve agreed, “Chinese is a lot more difficult than English.”
32. My brother has admitted, “I was scared of the dark when I was five.”
33. Malcolm insisted, “I know the answer. I just need more time.”
34. T
 he teacher admitted, “I was wrong. You did not download the text from the internet.”
35. My mum promised, “You will get a new computer if you pass the exam.”
36. Kevin told me, “I want to become a software engineer.”
37. Dad said, “Someone stole my mobile phone on the underground.”
38. Laura explained, “I hate doing revision exercises. I think they are boring.”

Questions in reported speech
1. Entscheidungsfragen
Willst du eine Entscheidungsfrage (= eine Frage, auf die du mit JA oder NEIN
antwortest) in die indirekte Rede setzen, so brauchst du als einleitendes Wort “if”.
She wanted to know if (= ob) I was tired.
We asked our teacher if we had to write the essay for the next lesson.
George is on the phone. He wants to know if you want to come with him.

2. Fragen mit Fragewort
Wenn du eine Frage, die durch ein Fragewort (when, where, why ...) eingeleitet wird, in
die reported speech setzt, dann brauchst du keine Umschreibung mit do/does/did.
“Where did you put the book?” she asked.	She asked where I had put the
book.
“When will you come home?” Sean asked her.	Sean asked her when she would
come home.
Brad asks me, “Why are you a vegetarian?”	Brad asks me why I am a
vegetarian.
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